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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the applicant's communication filed on September 26, 
2001, wherein claims 1-43 are currently pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on March 18, 2004 is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 8 and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: There 
appears to be typographical errors. The applicant has typed the language "of a 
response of a response" twice. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1 and 1 1 recite the limitations "the type of transaction," and "the product". 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lederer 
et al (US 2002/0023109) (hereinafter referred to as Lederer). 
Referring to Claims 1, 20, and 26: 

Lederer discloses a method, system and program for maintaining, retrieving, and 
evaluating information related to a potential business transaction between parties in 
different jurisdictions using electronic versions of rules from such jurisdictions that apply 
to the transaction comprising the steps of: 

submitting a query via a user interface to a database that stores the electronic 
versions of the rules, the query containing information about the type of transaction, the 
product involved in the transaction and the jurisdictions involved in the transaction 
[0013], [0040], [0070], [0100]and [0104]; 

retrieving, via a server in communication with the database, jurisdictional rules 
from the database that are related to the specified product, transaction type and 
jurisdiction [0040] and [0042]; 
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formulating a response based on the retrieved information containing general 
and specific jurisdictional rules that apply to the transaction and specific requirements 
for the transaction [0040] and [0042-0043]; and 

sending the response to the entity submitting the query [0055]. 

Referring to Claim 2: 

Lederer discloses the formulated response further contains a profile of the 
potential transaction described in the submitted query, the profile including information 
on product type restrictions, product tariffs and product quantity limits [0039], [0042], 
[0043] [0049] and [0058-0060]. 

Referring to Claims 3 and 27: 

Lederer discloses before the query submitting step, the step of registering for 
access to the electronic versions of rules from jurisdictions [0046-0047], [0072]. 
Referring to Claims 4 and 28: 

Lederer discloses after the response sending step, the step of retrieving the 
formulated query response at the customer location [0040] and [0055], [0077]; 
evaluating the query response [0055]; 

determining whether the query response is satisfactory to the customer [0055] ; 

and 

resubmitting the reformulated query to a database that stores the electronic 
versions of the rules, the query containing information about the type of transaction, the 
product involved in the transaction and the jurisdiction involved in the transaction [0079], 
[0092] [0095]. 
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Referring to Claims 5 and 29: 

Lederer discloses after the response sending step, the step of retrieving the 
formulated query response at the customer location [0055]; 
evaluating the query response [0055]; 

determining whether the query response is satisfactory to the customer [0055]; 

and 

when a new query is desired, submitting a new query to a database that stores 
the electronic version of the rules [0100]. 
Referring to Claims 6 and 30: 

Lederer discloses the step of establishing a connection between a customer and 
the server and associated database containing the electronic version of the rules, 
regulations and laws from the jurisdiction [0013]. 

Referring to Claims 7 and 31: 

Lederer discloses the step of determining whether a customer is registered to 
access the server and database and accepting customer submitted query when the 
customer is registered to access the server and database [0046], [0072]. 

Referring to Claims 8 and 32: 

Lederer discloses processing the submitted query and identifying the specific 
request in the query [0040] [0071-0072]; 

determining whether the query contains sufficient information to enable the 
generation of a response to the query [0053]; and 
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sending the request for more information to the customer, if the determination is 
that there is not enough information to respond to the request in the query [0100]. 
Referring to Claims 9-10 and 33-34: 

Lederer discloses processing the submitted query and identifying the specific 
request in the query [0040] [0071-0072]; 

determining whether the query contains sufficient information to enable the 
generation of a response to the query [0053]; and 

generating a response based on the retrieved information, said response 
containing general and specific jurisdictional rules that apply to the transaction and 
specific requirements for the transaction [0054]; 

retrieving the formulated query response at the customer location [0055]; 

evaluating the query response [0055]; 

determining whether the query response is satisfactory to the customer [0090]; 

and 

when the determination of the response is not satisfactory and a new query is 
desired, reformulating the original query [[0092-0095], 

resubmitting a new query/ reformulated query to a database that stores the 
electronic versions of the rules, the query containing the necessary information [0013]. 

Referring to Claims 1 1 and 35: 

Lederer discloses a method for evaluating a potential business transaction 
between parties in different jurisdictions using electronic versions of rules from such 
jurisdictions that apply to the potential transaction comprising the steps of: 
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retrieving a submitted query, the query containing information about the type of 
transaction, the product involved in the transaction and the jurisdiction involved in the 
transaction [0013]; . 

identifying transaction type, product type and jurisdiction information contained in 
the query [0072], [0077]; 

retrieving information from a database that stores the electronic versions of the 
rules [0013] [0040]; 

generating a profile of a potential business transaction based on the information 
and the rules retrieved from the database that apply to the potential transaction [0058- 
0060]; and 

sending the transaction profile to the entity submitting the query [0058-0060]. 
Referring to Claims 12 and 36: 

Lederer discloses storing the transaction profile in a section of the database 
[0058-0060], [0064], [0072]. 

Referring to Claims 13 and 37: 

Lederer discloses the stored transaction profile is arranged in the database 
according to the jurisdiction and product type [0064]. 
Referring to Claims 14 and 38: 

Lederer discloses generating a general transaction profile for a particular country 
and product, the general transaction profile being stored in the database and retrieved 
when a query contains the jurisdiction and product type listed in the profile [0042], 
[0064]. 
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Referring to Claims 15 and 39: 

Lederer discloses the general profile generation step comprising submitting 
transaction data to a profile generating mechanism, the data comprising a product, a 
product quantity for the transaction, an export jurisdiction and an import jurisdiction 
[0042-0043], [0053-0054]. 

Referring to Claim 16: 

Lederer discloses the submitted data is from transaction profiles stored in the 
database [0049], [0059], [0072]. 
Referring to Claim 17: 

Lederer discloses wherein the submitted data is arbitrarily generated in the 
database [0049], [0059]. 

Referring to Claims 18 and 40: 

Lederer discloses the step of retrieving a transaction profile comprises identifying 
the product involved in the transaction [0064],[0072]; 

identify the export and import jurisdiction [0038], [0042], [0053-0054]; 

searching the database for a profile having the identified product and 
import/export jurisdiction [0064], [0072] and ; and 

returning a profile transaction profile that matches the identified product, 
jurisdiction [0053-0055], [0071-0072]. 

Referring to Claims 19 and 41: 

Lederer discloses the step of retrieving a transaction profile comprises the steps 
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identifying the product involved [0013], [0040], [0054]; 
identifying the jurisdiction [0054]; 

searching the database for a profile having the identified information [0053-0054]; 
generating a transaction profile [0055], [0058-0060]. 
Referring to Claims 21-25: 

Lederer discloses a system comprising multiple servers, databases, a uniform 
format converter and a uniform format database [[0141-0144]. 
Referring to Claims 42-43: 

Lederer discloses wherein the connection and communication occurs over a 
wireless communication network [0061]. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Janice A. Mooneyham whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6805. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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